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Hundreds of Dogs Parade Through Downtown Knoxville, Tenn. 

Benefitting Animal Center 

 

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. —  Howling hounds will parade through Gay Street and Market Square 

dressed in a variety of colorful costumes for the 5th Annual Mardi Growl.  On Saturday, March 3, 

the parade will bring hundreds of pets and their owners in costume to the streets.  

  

Mardi Growl features food, music and contests for pets and pet owners alike.   The 

parade and day of registration begins at the PetSafe Downtown Dog Park and will move 

through the Old City to Market Square where judges will declare the contest winners.  Pets and 

their owners will be judged for Best Vol Spirit, Congeniality, Pet/Owner Look Alike, Naked Dog, 

and Best Costume. Veterinary services, such as $10 microchips and $10 rabies vaccinations, will 

be available to help keep attendees safe and healthy.  Several pet care and product vendors will 

be in attendance in Market Square with a variety of pet products. 

 For pet owners who have recently lost a pet, Mardi Growl wants to honor these beloved 

animals too.  The names of deceased pets will be posted on the Rainbow Bridge memorial at 

Market Square upon owner’s request. 

 

Early registration is $15 per pet and ends on Feb. 24.  The first 1,000 people to register 

will receive a Mardi Growl goodie bag.  Day-of-event registration is also available for $20.  

Registration forms can be found at www.young-williams.org. 
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Most area restaurants have pet-friendly patios so pets can enjoy lunch with their 

owners.  Free parking will also be available in the city’s Market Square, State Street and Locust 

street garages.  

 

Rain or shine, the event is expected to bring hundreds of local pet lovers downtown.  

The City of Knoxville and Friends of Young-Williams Animal Center are hosting the upcoming 

event.  All Mardi Growl proceeds benefit Young-Williams Animal Center, Knoxville’s official 

animal shelter.   

 

Young-William’s Animal Center is a Knoxville organization dedicated to caring for 

homeless pets.  The animal center shelters, adopts and spays/neuters homeless animals.  They 

also educate the community about animal welfare. 
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